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FOR THE CONVERTED – like me – Esperance’s porcelain-white 
beaches, accessible island archipelago and translucent aqua ocean never 
felt too far to reach. Visit once and a return is simply inevitable. For 
an ever-increasing number of visitors, new temptations are banishing 
any thoughts about distance (it’s a 7.5-hour journey from Perth – 696 
kilometres at its most direct – or a far-quicker flight). Cultural walks 
embracing the fragrance and flavours of Kepa Kurl, as Esperance is 
known to the region’s Aboriginal people, are now running daily (in 
season) with Dabungool Cultural Experiences. There’s also beach 
driving and flying over Cape Le Grand with Fly Esperance (who also 
do an aerial pub crawl). Across the water, Woody Island has been 
upgrading its solar-powered tents, adding to the well-styled, couples-
only ‘luxury retreat’ eco tents that landed in 2021. Fleur Bainger

IN THE SUBTROPICAL coastal town 
of Yeppoon, everything feels tinged with 
gold – from the honeyed sunlight to the sand 
and the golden cane palms that flank the 
roads. Perched on Queensland’s Capricorn 
Coast, Yeppoon is a beach town with the 
gravitas to make you envision packing up and 
making tracks for a sea change. You wouldn’t 
be the only one, though. The town has been 
heralded as the new Byron Bay thanks to 
its idyllic surroundings, hippie community 
spirit and gateway position to some of the 
Great Barrier Reef ’s most beautiful islands. 
Elizabeth Whitehead 

GOLDEN HOUR IN YEPPOON

The evolution of Esperance

8
7

9823ATp084-091Towns_100_F.indd   909823ATp084-091Towns_100_F.indd   90 27/04/2023   10:29:32 PM27/04/2023   10:29:32 PM


